
  

 

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America - New Jersey Synod 

The Eagle  
 

Lent-Easter 2019 

Ash Wednesday 
March 6 at 12:00 PM and 7:30 PM 

We mark the beginning of the holy season of Lent  

with the imposition of ashes. 
 

Lenten Midweek Services 
Beginning March 13 – Wednesdays at 12:00 and 7:00 PM 

Soup Suppers and Discussion at 6:00 PM 

Our theme this year is “From Death to Life.” We will be 

reflecting on our mortality and the hope in Christ of the 

resurrection to everlasting life.   
 

Holy Week Schedule 
Palm Sunday – April 14 

8:00 and 10:30 AM 

Maundy Thursday – April 18 

12:00 and 7:30 PM 

Good Friday – April 19 

Community Walk 9:30 AM; 12:00 and 7:30 PM 

Easter Vigil – Saturday, April 20 

7:30 PM – Champagne reception follows 

Easter Sunday – April 21 

8:00 and 10:30 AM 

Brunch and Easter Egg Hunt at 9:00 AM 
 

Good Friday Community Walk 
April 19, 2019 – 9:30 AM – meet at 
Central Presbyterian Church, 70 Maple St., Summit NJ 
For families with children of all ages, experience the events of 
Holy Week as we walk to Central Presbyterian, St. Teresa’s 
Roman Catholic Church, Christ Church and end at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church. At each stop you will hear the story of 
Christ’s Passion, meet the people who walked with Jesus and 
sing songs reflecting on those events. 
 

Holy Work for Holy Week 
We need you! There are MANY tasks to prepare  

for the observance of Holy Week, and jobs for all time 

constraints and ability levels. Sign-up sheets will be in 

the narthex beginning March 17.  
 

Lenten Devotional 
We will once again be using Luther Seminary’s Lenten 

devotional resources. This year’s devotional is entitled “I Heard 

the Voice of Jesus Say” written by seminary faculty, staff, and 

students. Pick up a copy in the narthex.  
 

Lent Madness 
Who’s ready for the 2019 Lent Madness Hymn Tournament? 

Last year “Holy God, Holy and Glorious” won a decisive 

victory; but this is a new year and any hymn could win! 32 

hymns will be competing to be St. John's 2019 Champion 

Hymn. You may vote for favorite hymns with a $1 a vote—vote 

as many times as you like. Each week we will have another 

round of voting. All money will go to ELCA World Hunger. 
 

Easter Flowers 
We are collecting donations for flowers to decorate the 

sanctuary for Easter. Suggested donations of $25 to $50; 

donations of any amount appreciated. Sign up in the rear 

entryway beginning Sunday, March 10. You must sign up by 

Sunday, April 14 for inclusion in the Easter Bulletins.  
 

Living Well, Leaving Well 
One of the eternal truths of life is the reality of death. Both we 
ourselves and everyone we know will die. As people of faith, 
we believe how we live matters. Likewise, we believe how we 
die matters too. No matter your age or stage in life, join us for a 
3-session series on end-of-life issues from a faith perspective. 

 March 10: Elder Law and Senior Living Options 

 March 17: Hospice and Funeral Services 

 March 31: Theology and Practice of Funerals 

 12:00 to 2:00 PM with lunch provided 

The sign of the cross indelibly marks our lives. 

Yet death never has the final word 

within the eternal reign of God. 

587 Springfield Avenue 
Summit, NJ 07901-4584 
 
staff@stjohnssummit.org  
www.stjohnssummit.org 
Tel: 908.273.3846 
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“For everything there is a season  and a time for every matter 

under heaven.” Ecclesiastes 3:1 

 

A 
s I write this letter we are still in the middle of winter, but 

spring is on the horizon. Likewise, in the Church year we 

are still in the afterglow season after Epiphany yet we will 

quickly enter Lent, the season that prepares us for Easter.  

 

In scripture and in the liturgical year, numbers bear special 

meanings. Forty, for example, is a number of completion. Lent is 

forty days long. The flood lasted forty days. The Hebrews 

wandered in the desert forty years. The Ninevites fasted and 

repented for forty days. Jesus was in the wilderness for forty days. 

Forty days after the resurrection Jesus ascended into heaven. Yet, 

the Easter season is fifty days, lasting all the way to Pentecost. 

Easter is a week of weeks. Lent may be forty days to completion 

but our Lenten fast is eclipsed in the fifty days of Easter feasting. 

We should bear in mind each of these Biblical stories as we enter 

the holy season of Lent and pray for God to bring divine 

completion in our lives. 

How quickly time flies! Days become weeks, weeks become 

months, months become years. This will be my seventh Lent and 

Easter at St. John’s—I can hardly believe that statement is true. In 

the life of a congregation, we get to share in one another’s joys 

and sorrows. Babies are born and beloved members die, people 

come and people go, things change and things remain the same. 

What a gift is life together in community. 

 

We are in the midst of changing times, and a new season for the 

Church seems to be coming. A new season for joys and sorrows. A 

new season for growth and change. We know that God has been 

with us in the past, is present now, and is guiding the future. Jesus 

Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. We belong to a 

God of eternity and whose mercy is everlasting. Thanks be to 

God—for all that was and all that is and all that will be. 

Pastor Blake 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 

I 
t may sound a bit strange, but Lent is one of my favorite 

seasons of the church year. I like its pensive hymns, extended 

time for self-reflection, and daily reminders that the sign of 

the cross indelibly marks our lives. Yet Lent also carries with it a 

promise; namely that death never has the final word within the 

eternal reign of God. Yes, I like the season of Lent. 

  

When I was a child we received Lenten “gleaners”, 3x5 size 

folders in which we would daily place “small bits” (hence the 

name gleaner), usually a nickel or a dime, depending upon one’s 

means. This practice was done, along with daily readings and 

prayers, as a tactile way of giving back to Jesus the treasure that he 

has given to us in his living and his dying.   

 

We don’t have gleaners anymore, but we still give back to Jesus in 

countless ways; and during Lent, perhaps more so than other 

seasons, we use devotional materials to connect spiritually to God.  

This Lent I’m going to use the book, “40 Day Journey with 

Howard Thurman” to go deeper in my own spiritual journey. 

 

For those who may not be familiar with Howard Thurman, he was 

a spiritual and theological giant of the 20th century. Because of his 

father’s death when he was young, Thurman was raised by his 

mother Alice and his maternal grandmother, Nancy Ambrose, a 

former slave. They were both deeply Christian women who 

grounded him in Christ’s teachings and community.  

 

Thurman was a pastor, served as dean of Rankin 

Chapel at Howard University, as dean of Marsh Chapel at Boston 

University, and lived his life to tear down borders and walls and 

build bridges of understanding and love. In 1944, he co-founded, 

along with a white colleague, Alfred Fisk, the Church for the 

Fellowship of All Peoples in San Francisco. It was the first racially 

integrated, intercultural church in the United States. Besides all 

this, he was a spiritual advisor to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. I’m 

excited about journeying with him during Lent and have six other 

copies of the book for those who wish to use it also. Come see me 

if you’d like a copy. 

 

I pray that during this Lenten season we will grow in our 

discipleship, as we too seek to build bridges of understanding and 

tear down walls of hatred, intolerance and violence. Together let 

us ponder and live these verses of the wonderful hymn by Thomas 

Troeger, “O Praise the Gracious Power”:  

 

Oh, praise the gracious pow'r that tumbles walls of fear 

and gathers in one house of faith all strangers far and near: 

We praise you, Christ! Your cross has made us one! 

 

Oh, praise persistent truth that opens fisted minds 

and eases from their anxious clutch the prejudice that blinds: 

We praise you, Christ! Your cross has made us one! 

 

Oh, praise inclusive love, encircling ev'ry race, 

oblivious to gender, wealth, to social rank or place: 

We praise you, Christ! Your cross has made us one! 

 

In Christ’s Peace, 

                                                      From the Pastors’ Desks 

Pastor Gladys 
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From Donna, Director of Music/Organist 

ANTHEM AND HYMN STORIES 
Ash Wednesday Anthem: “Dust and Ashes” 

“Dust and ashes touch our face, mark our failure and our 

falling. Holy Spirit, come, walk with us tomorrow, take us 

as disciples, washed and wakened by your calling. . . . “ 
 

On Ash Wednesday, the Adult Choir will sing this striking 

song with text by Brian Wren (b. 1936) and music by 

David Haas (b. 1957). Its strong imagery encourages us to 

confess our sins of greed and pride, wealth and nation, 

oppression, and our own personal failings. Yet in the midst 

of this gloom, we still trust in the Holy Spirit to lead us, 

“bringing us to living waters.” 

 

St. Patrick’s Day Hymn: “I Bind Unto Myself” 

Since March 17 falls on a Sunday this year, we will sing 

St. Patrick’s hymn, “I Bind Unto Myself Today.” 

Originally called Saint Patrick's Breastplate (the tune 

retains that name) and other names, it is a lorica, or prayer 

recited for protection, attributed to St. Patrick during his 

ministry in Ireland in the 5th century. In 1889, it was 

adapted by Cecil Frances Alexander (1818–1895, an 

English-Irish hymn writer and poet) into the metrical form 

of the hymn we sing today. Some sources suggest that St. 

Patrick may have been inspired by Ephesians 

6:10–17 (“God’s shield to protect me . . . 

from snares of devils”) in writing his prayer-

hymn.   

 

LITURGY SCOOP 
Word has it that 8:00 AM worshippers have been doing so 

well with all the recently introduced liturgies that they’ll 

be learning yet another new one for Lent and Eastertide: 

Setting 3! Setting 3 will also return for 10:30 AM 

worshipers on Easter, and during Lent we’ll be singing the 

plainsong-chant based Setting 5. Inquiring minds have 

already asked what the 10:30  summer liturgy will be. That 

remains a closely-guarded secret known only to God and 

which will be revealed in due time . . .   

 

WHY WEEKLY WORSHIP MATTERS 
[Jesus] answered, ‘Y ou shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 

your strength, and with all your mind; and your 

neighbor as yourself.’ (Luke 10:27) 

How do you understand this passage? For me, the first part 

speaks about God’s wanting us to worship God with our 

whole being: heart, soul, mind, and strength. Such an all-

encompassing list can be challenging when daily stresses 

threaten us. But God wants our attention and presence 

because God has important news to tell us. And then 

there’s the second part of the passage: Love “your 

neighbor as yourself,” which I interpret as our charge to 

go and serve the Lord by serving those in need. 
 

Why is all this important? Well, I think it speaks to why 

worship matters. Do you skip 

breakfast? Some people do, and they’re 

fine. But if you skip enough meals, you 

find yourself running on empty. The 

same is true of worship. Worship is 

where God feeds us; where God 

becomes tangible to us through Word 

and sacrament. Worship is where we encounter, learn 

about, tremble before, and marvel at God. Worship is 

where we become strong for the journey—doing God’s 

work in the world. Through weekly attendance we hear, 

rehear, and hear anew the stories about God’s saving love 

for all God’s people—that’s us and everyone! So, if you 

are hungry, come to worship! 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

If you read the previous article, you may be wondering 

“what does this have to do with music”? Music is one of 

the gifts God has given us to worship God and to do a 

whole host of other things. In most 10:30 AM services at 

St. John’s, a variety of music is sung or performed to 

enrich our worship and deepen our love of God and 

neighbor. It’s sometimes tempting to think that on some 

weeks there is “special music,” but in a way 

every week is special because it’s another 

opportunity to be fed through music. Our 

worship music is like the weather—it changes 

regularly, and that’s good because we need a 

diverse diet to be spiritually well-fed.  
 

That being said, there are a number of special Sundays and 

services coming up in Lent, Holy Week, and Eastertide. I 

won’t list them because I want you to come and discover 

them in person. (Do come early on Easter for the exciting 

brass prelude music!)  

 

EXTRA SINGERS 
Extra youth and adult singers are welcome to sing with the 

Adult Choir on Easter! All voice parts are needed. See me 

for more information and rehearsal possibilities. 

 

ASCENSION SUNDAY–MUSIC SUNDAY:  

JUNE 2ND, 10:30 AM 
Sometime in May is usually when the staff does 

“calendarizing” for the coming program year. Last May we 

discovered that Easter and Pentecost 2019 will arrive 

especially late in the season (April 21 and June 9). 

Ascension Sunday always comes before Pentecost, so that 

would be June 2. Father’s Day is June 16, and the 

Memorial Day weekend is May 26. May 19 is too soon to 

end the choir season, and June 23 is too late, so we 

compromised and chose June 2–Ascension Sunday. Some 

of St. John’s choirs will end their season on Ascension 

Sunday, and because Pentecost deserves a festive 

celebration, some will end their season of service on June 

9. Soli Deo Gloria! 



4 

 

Faith Formation 
for children from Kindergarten – Sixth Grade   
from 9:00 – 10:00 AM on Sunday mornings 
 
Join us for Faith Formation as we open the 
Bible to hear stories of Jesus and the early church and engage in interactive, 
age-appropriate activities. Together we will grow in faith and strengthen 
interpersonal skills. 
 
March 10 – Jesus Blesses the Children 
March 17 – Jesus Heals Two Blind Men 
March 24 – A Storm 
March 31 – Jesus Feeds 5,000 
 
April 7 – The Greatest Commandment 
April 14 – Palm Sunday – A Walk Through Holy  
                                           Week with Pastor Blake 
 
May 5 – Bring Toys and make Activity Boxes for Family Promise 
May 12 – The Great Commission 
May 19 – Holy Spirit 
 
Joining Hands to Help Others 
Sunday, May 5 – 9:00 – 10:00 AM 
Bring age-appropriate toys or arts and crafts materials for 
Toddlers, Preschoolers, Early Elementary and Upper Elementary 
grades and assemble Activity boxes for our Family Promise 
guests. 
 

Good Friday Community Walk 
April 19, 2019 
Begins at 9:30 AM at Central Presbyterian Church, 70 
Maple St., Summit NJ 
For families with children of all ages, experience the 
events of Holy Week as we walk to Central Presbyterian, 
St. Teresa’s Roman Catholic Church, Christ Church and 
end at St. John’s Lutheran Church.  At each stop you 
will hear the story of Christ’s Passion, meet the people 
who walked with Jesus and sing songs reflecting on 
those events. 
 
First Holy Communion Instruction 
Each year during Lent, we offer instruction for children preparing to 
receive their first communion at Easter.  This instruction is offered to all 
baptized children who desire it, in consultation with their parents. This is 
a pastoral decision and in line with our Lutheran theology and current 
ELCA practices. 
 
Instruction will be offered during two sessions: Sunday, April 7 from 
Noon to 3:00 PM and Saturday, April 13 from 9:00 AM to Noon.  Parents 
must attend the instruction with their child. All instruction will be led by Pastor Moore and Pastor Scalet 
with assistance from Deacon Walker in age-appropriate levels depending on who registers. Please contact 
Deacon Linda Walker at Wk154linda@gmail.com by April 1 to register. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact any of the leaders. 
 

mailto:Wk154linda@gmail.com
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Dinner Church 
Dinner Church is a worship service based 

around the community fellowship of dinner. 

We gather together for informal worship, eat 

dinner together, have dinner conversation  

centered around the Gospel lesson for the day and then 

clean up together, followed by dessert! Dinner Church is 

open to everyone, no advance notice is required. The 

service/meal is Sunday night from 6:00 – 8:00 PM. 

Upcoming dates: 

March 17, April 14, May 19 

 

Cross Roads Retreat Center 
Cross Roads is OUR church camp/retreat center!  It is the 

ecumenical retreat center for the New Jersey Synod and 

the Episcopal Diocese of Newark. Cross Roads has 

programs for people in all stages of life. It is located in 

beautiful northwestern New Jersey and offers year round 

rentals, retreats, special events and Summer Camp. Learn 

more at  CrossRoadsRetreat.com or ask Jane Bowman, 

Cross Roads CORE program volunteer for St. Johns or 

Pastor Blake Scalet, Cross Roads board member. 

 

Upcoming Events: 

 

Council Highlights 
Meeting Dates: 

Thursday evenings, Executive Committee @ 6:30 PM 

followed by Council @ 7:30 PM 

 March 21 

 April 11 

 May 16 

 

Changes to Parish Register: 

Baptism: Aubrey Ann Dachowicz on January 13, 2019 

New Members: Alan & Ann Mord on February 10, 2019 

Funerals: Betty Peterman on  January 26, 2019 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting on February 10, 2019: 
Congregation Council Members and Officers: Jane 
Bowman, President; Andrew Larsen, Vice-President; Brett 
Tomlinson, Secretary; Janet Onnen, Treasurer; Jim 
Bartsch, Financial Secretary; Linda Mesenbrink, Assistant 
Financial Secretary; Chris Black; Hans Calis; Helen 
Dachowicz; Sam Ertman; Mike Kaczmarski; Lois Kopf; 
Eula Nervais; Jardeen Nervais; Carolyn Semler; and Linda 
Walker. 
 

Tea Party for CrossRoads Retreat Center 

All are cordially invited to Afternoon Tea to benefit Cross 

Roads Camp Saturday, March 16 at 4:00 PM. Entry 

donation: $30. Men and women welcome. Fancy dress 

encouraged. Bowties and hats expected. White gloves and 

mink stoles optional. RSVP is required. 

 

† Pastor Moore serves on the NJ Synod Bishop’s Ad Hoc 

Committee which is studying synodical staffing 

situations. 

† Pastor Scalet is the Vice Chair of Cross Roads Camp 

Board of Trustees 

† Thanks to several generous donations, St. John’s kitchen 

renovations will begin soon. 

† You can make your donations to St. John’s 

electronically.  See the church office for details. 

† If you are a Thrivent member you can opt to give your 

Thrivent Choice Dollars to St. John’s.  Go to 

Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more. 

† If you are a Thrivent member, Thrivent will give 

members a $250 gift card (twice a year) for your service 

projects.  Go to Thrivent.com/actionteam to learn more. 

† Investors Bank in Summit offers rewards programs to 

members. If you have an account with Investor’s Bank, 

contact the church office or see Janet Onnen about 

signing up to get $$ donated to St. John’s. 

Fri-Sun  March 8-10 Middle School Retreat 

Thu April 4 Women of the Woods 

Fri-Sun April 26-28 Middle School Retreat 

Sat April 27 Open House 

Sat May 18 Work Day & Open House 

CrossRoadsRetreat.com
Thrivent.com/thriventchoice
Thrivent.com/actionteam
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Adult Forums March-May 2019 
March 17 

Continuing our 2018-2019 theme of “Baptized We Live”, we are 

delighted to welcome Dr. Betty Livingston Adams. Dr. Adams will 

speak about how the Christian faith of two Black women in the late 

19th century propelled them to work for social justice and civil 

rights in the overwhelmingly White and wealthy suburb of Summit, 

NJ.  Her book, Black Women’s Christian Activism: Social Justice 

in a Northern Suburb” (New York University Press), examines the 

lives of ordinary African American women who made extraordinary 

contributions to black public life, the suburb, the state, and the 

nation. Betty is part of the Summit Interfaith Council and an 

Associate Minister of Fountain Baptist Church. 

 

May 5 

For our final forum of this program year 

we welcome Erica Earnest, a member of 

the LEAMNJ team whose work focuses 

on hunger advocacy and coordinating 

Congregations for Justice. Erica is a 

native of Chicago. and is currently 

working on a joint degree (Master of 

Divinity/Master of Social Work) from 

Princeton Theological Seminary and 

Rutgers School of Social Work.  

When to Call a Pastor  
Many people think the only time to call the Pastors is when 

there is an illness or a death in the family.  These are 

important times to notify the Pastors, but they are surely 

not the only times. Here are some suggested times when it 

would be appropriate to call upon your Pastors for a visit, 

prayer or support: 

 Before going to the hospital or when there is illness 

or hospitalization. It doesn’t matter  whether  you’re 

going to the hospital for major surgery or for a routine 

checkup — call before you go.  One of the major 

responsibilities of your pastors is to care for the flock 

in our charge by making regular calls, offering prayers 

for those who are sick and homebound and bringing 

them the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  

 When someone is dying or a death has occurred. 

When a person is near death, or has died, the pastors 

should be notified, so that pastoral care may be 

provided to the family.   

 When a baby is born or adopted. This is a 

wonderful opportunity to rejoice and give thanks as 

you ask God’s blessing upon the child.  

 When there is a wedding to be planned. As soon as 

an engagement is seriously considered and before it is 

announced publicly, it’s a good idea to check the 

pastors’ and church’s availability.  

 When you or someone you know needs spiritual 

help. It is par t of our  Chr istian responsibility to 

bear one another’s burdens. If you know of someone 

who needs help, or you do yourself, don’t hesitate to 

call. Describe the situation but do 

not reveal names without 

permission.  

 When you would like to talk or 

pray about an important 

decision. The big decisions in life 

are so important that they should 

be “talked out and prayed 

through.”  Your work, perhaps getting married, a 

change of jobs, are all included.  Your pastors stand 

ready to discuss the matter with you in confidence and 

prayer. 

 When you are unhappy about the church or 

something that happened in the church. It is 

important that you express your concerns to the 

pastors.  Matthew 18:15-20 serves as a wonderful 

guide for difficult conversations.  Your pastors can 

often help you gain perspective on the problem.   

 When you are facing a serious family problem. All 

families have problems from time to time. Illness, 

addiction, job loss, housing difficulties and other issues 

can all cause stress on a family.  Your pastors are ready 

to support you amidst these crises and to pray with you 

for strength and wisdom.  

 When someone is interested in the church.  Your 

pastors hope that your participation in your 

congregation is so good that you’re regularly inviting 

others to come to church with you.  If any of your 

friends or colleagues is interested in learning more 

about God, Christianity or the Lutheran expression of 

our Christian faith, please let the pastors know. 
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Appalachia Service Project News 
We had a good turnout for our first ASP training meeting for the year, where we watched the 
documentary, The Last Mountain. This DVD gives an overview of the ongoing struggles of the hard-
working, family- and community-oriented people of Appalachia, who because of corporate interests 
(mainly coal) have been exploited by landowners and employers and abandoned by their political 
representatives. In a land so richly blessed with resources, the people of Appalachia have received little 
financial benefit because of corporate greed and minimal corporate taxation, the latter of which is so 
badly needed for infrastructure, education, and healthcare. As a result, the Appalachians are besieged 
with poverty, limited educational opportunities, limited prospects for gainful employment, and largely 
preventable health problems. 
 

Our monthly meetings will continue through June, providing important information about the ASP program and the area we 
will serve. Meetings also give us the opportunity for both youth and adults to get to know each other better, participate in 
Bible study (based on the annual theme and Bible verse), and be introduced to basic home repair skills. Meetings try to 
combine fun with learning. Fundraisers help offset ASP costs and reduce participants’ financial responsibility. 
 
Youth and new adult volunteers are required to attend the meetings (one excused absence permitted). Make-up assignments 
will be available for meetings; however, there are no make-up assignments for missing the fundraiser(s). Attending meetings 
and participating in fundraisers helps youth and new adult volunteers earn credits toward the balance of the cost of the trip 
($250-300). Returning college students will be asked to complete the theme training. Last year, attending each meeting and 
fundraiser was worth about $25. 
 
MEETING AND TRAINING SCHEDULE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  *Friday evening or Saturday morning/afternoon set-up may be required 

 

St. John’s will be sending 20 volunteers (14 youth and six adults) to Appalachia (Tennessee) from June 29 – July 6, 2019.  

This year, we welcome three youth members from Christ Episcopal Church in Short Hills.  

 

Yours in Christ,  

Laura Snyder 

ASP Coordinator for St. John’s 

Thank You to All Blood Donors who participated in the January 19 blood drive at St. John’s. In all, we collected 

36 units of blood from 26 donors, most of whom are St. John’s members or friends/family of members. It is really 

wonderful to have such a high level of participation from our congregation!  

The Snyder family has been helping with the blood drive for the last 10 years and is now looking for some “new 

blood” (pun intended) to take over the responsibility of organizing, publicizing, and facilitating the drives which St. John’s 

sponsors twice a year. This is a great opportunity for a junior or senior in high school to complete service hours and gain 

leadership experience; there is even a small scholarship available depending on the number of units collected. Blood drives 

are typically held in January and June. Please contact Laura Snyder (njsnyders5@verizon.net) or Margaret Sherman 

(mesherman.grandma@gmail.com) if interested. 

mailto:njsnyders5@verizon.net
mailto:mesherman.grandma@gmail.com
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Movie Nights 
Join us for movie and discussion. All screenings are Monday 

evenings at 7:00 PM. 

 

March 11 Manchester by the Sea (2016) 

This film set in New England poignantly 

deals with the human experience of grief—

the shock, the anger, 

the acceptance. 

 

April 1 Steel Magnolias 
(1989) This classic film 

explores “with laughter through tears” the 

beautiful, fragile circle of life in the 

relationship of six southern women.  

 

May 20 Big Fish 

(2003) As former-salesman and great 

storyteller Edward is dying, his  

estranged son seeks to reconcile with  

his father. The stories seem like tall  

tales but could there be truth in them? 

 

 

We Pray for God’s Comfort 

 

Church Library News 
As we move into the season of Lent, 
please remember that your church 
library is part of our congregation's 
emphasis on lifelong Christian 
education. Your library, just a few 
steps from Hinman Hall, has easily 
accessible resources pertaining to 
Christian life. 
 
Two adult periodicals, Sojourners and Christian Century, and 
one for elementary age children, Pockets, contain articles in 
response to social and political events. 
 
There are also books on social justice, environmental issues, 
meditation and prayer. 
 
Many of our children's books: 

† contain a subtle message of kindness and respect for life, 
† deal with issues such as death, or 
† retell wonderfully illustrated Bible stories. 

 
Please make  your church library part of your Lenten 
pilgrimage.  
 

Church Picnic 
We will have our Annual Church 

Picnic, Sunday, June 23. 
 

Confirmation  
On Pentecost Sunday, June 9, we will confirm five youth. 

These youth will be presented in worship on June 2. The Rite 

of Passage, a special prayer service for the youth and their 

families, will be held Monday, June 3 at 7:00 PM. Please 

pray for our confirmands, their families, and the whole 

church.  

By your power, great God, our Lord Jesus healed the sick 

and gave new hope to the hopeless. Though we cannot 

command or possess your power, we pray for those who 

want to be healed. Mend their wounds, soothe fevered 

brows, and make broken people whole again. Help us to 

welcome every healing sign that, though death is against 

us, you are for us, and have promised renewed and risen 

life in Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 
 

- ELW, p. 84, Health of Body and Soul 

 

 

 

 

 

Let my prayer rise before you 
as incense, the lifting up of my 
hands as the evening sacrifice. 

 
- Psalm 141:2 
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Mission Endowment Fund Applications 
More than five years ago our congregation decided to 

annually disburse funds from our Endowment for mission and 

ministry above and beyond our regular stewardship and 

budgeted benevolence. Such funds “shall not exceed 4% of a 

three-year rolling average of the fund’s balance ending on 

September 30.” 

 

At this year’s Annual Congregational Meeting, $22,000 was 

approved for proposals that would do any of the following:  

† Alleviate world hunger and poverty  

† Expand outreach in the community and 

   around the world 

† Sustain seminary programs  

† Support intercity congregations  

† Assist with recovery from disaster  

† Sponsor missionaries  

 
Any member of the congregation may submit a proposal for 

causes and ministry efforts about whom s/he is concerned.  

Previous proposals have ranged from support of urban 

congregations to gifts to the Community Food Bank to 

assistance for women in recovery.  The purpose statement and 

proposal forms are available in the church office. For more 

information, please speak to one of the pastors. 

 

Youth Ministry @ St. John’s 
Youth Ministry at St. John’s is for youth from 6th – 12th 

grades. 

 

Calendar of Events: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Jersey Synod Assembly 
This year’s Synod Assembly will be held June 6-9 at the 

Hyatt Regency Hotel in New 

Brunswick, NJ. The theme, "Be 

Bold", serves as both an 

encouragement and a challenge as 

we in the church continue to live 

into an ever-changing religious 

landscape while confidently 

proclaiming the good news of our risen and living Savior, 

Jesus Christ.  

 

We will elect a Bishop at this Assembly, as we do every six 

years. Please pray for Bishop Bartholomew and her staff, and 

for the church on this territory as we prepare for our upcoming 

assembly.  

 

Speaking of Bishop Bartholomew, she will 

be visiting St. John’s on May 12 to preach 

and bring greetings. She’s coming in 

thanksgiving for the generosity of our 

congregation and its significance to the 

New Jersey Synod, and in recognition of 

the 60th Ordination Anniversary of our 

beloved Pastor Harvey Peters. Mark the date on your  

calendars now and be sure to join us for worship and 

celebration! 
 

Anti-Racism Committee 
Not a day goes by when there isn’t something in the news or 

in other forms of social media about 

the continuing effects of racism. 

Much as we’d like, this sin will not 

be overcome unless and until people 

of faith and people of conscience 

work to interrupt and dismantle its 

devastating consequences. To do 

nothing to educate, advocate and disseminate truth about the 

insidiousness of racism is tantamount to perpetuating it.  

Racism impacts ALL of us, not just people of color.   
 

As we did last year, our St. John’s Anti-Racism Committee 

will offer educational events, book studies and opportunities 

for dialogue so that our congregation can continue to grow in 

our understanding of systemic racism and how we can combat 

it in our daily lives. Stay tuned for information about 

upcoming activities.  
 

GreenFaith Circle Liason 
This is a very exciting time in all matters “green”. The general 

public is learning more about how each of us can affect the 

environment and how to get 

involved at every level. It 

may be as simple as 

“skipping the straw” at local 

restaurants or bringing your 

own bag to the farmer’s 

market. Maybe you have 

brought your stretch plastics to church and wondered where 

this stuff is going anyway? 
 

The GreenFaith Circle is collecting 500 pounds of recyclables 

in order to get a bench made by the Trex company out of saw 

dust and recycled materials. Different congregations are 

taking part and working in concert to benefit public houses 

of worship and our turn is coming in the next couple of 

months.  
 

What’s the “so what”? Well, your parish needs you and 

frankly I need you! “Many hands make light work” and God’s 

work is getting greener. Please reach out to me so I know you 

are interested in helping and learning more about our green 

efforts. I will arrange a coffee chat session for those who 

reach out. I’m looking forward to working with you. Thanks 

for your continued help! 

          - Laura L. Hughes (e:) LauraLHughes2009@gmail.com 

March 3 Coffee Sale 

April 7 Coffee Sale 

May 5 Coffee Sale 

May 11 Youth Fundraiser 

May 19 Youth Sunday 

mailto:LauraLHughes2009@gmail.com
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Monthly Update from the  

St. John’s Finance Committee 
2018 Full-Year Financial Summary 

  Actual Plan 

2018 Income $615,888 $620,000 

2018 Expenses $601,775 $627,909 

2018 Net Income * $22,170 $148 

2018 World Hunger Donations:  $11,273 
2018 Special Benevolence Donations:  $10,709 
2018 Mission Endowment Grants:  $24,000 
*2018 Net Income includes $8,057 operating fund carryover 

that was in the approved 2018 spending plan 

Family Promise – A Stewardship of Time 
 

Family Promise of Union County is the organization behind St. John’s 25-year involvement hosting Union County homeless 

families. Family Promise began in Summit, NJ, and is now a national program. Homelessness is increasing with these 

sobering Union County statistics: 

 Over 300 families have experienced homelessness, an increase of over 20% from 2015.  

 60% of children in family homeless situations are under the age of 6.  

 

Many homeless shelters separate men from women which can break up families. Family Promise’s driving objective is to 

keep families intact. St. John’s typically hosts families for one week, three or four times per year, with up to 14 guests each 

time. Our adult guests are usually single mothers with small children, usually with jobs or going to school. They are being 

helped by the Family Promise staff to find housing and/or (better) employment while their children attend regular school. 

 

Hans and Marifel Calis have given generously of their time and talent to faithfully manage this program for many years at 

St. John’s. But it takes a significant stewardship of time from our entire congregation to support Family Promise. We can 

come together in community to help in these ways: 

 Be a caller to remind volunteers of their scheduled involvement.  

 Shop for groceries for a hosting week.  

 Set up the canopies, furniture, and beds on Sunday before our guests arrive.  

 Prepare a dinner meal for our guests when specific dishes are scheduled on specific days.  

 Be a dinner host to set the table, serve the food, and join our guests for dinner.  

 Be an overnight host, sleeping at St. John’s, to provide assistance to the guests if needed. 

 Take down the canopies, furniture, and used bedding/towels on Sunday after guests leave.  

 Wash and return bags of laundry. 

 

Our involvement in Family Promise is critical in maintaining this program’s success. Due to Family Promise’s success in 

finding permanent housing for our guests, the turnover is high. Please consider being a steward of your time for this very 

rewarding outreach program.  
-  St. John’s Stewardship Committee 

Family Promise March 3 through March 10 

We will be hosting homeless families at St. John's. 
We are in particular need of dinner hosts and overnight hosts. 

To sign up, contact Marifel Calis.  


