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CONFIRMATION UPDATE 
WED., September 11—Confirmation Orientation 

This year we are trying something new 

regarding Confirmation class. We will be 

meeting monthly—normally on the first 

Sunday of the month from 5:00-8:00 PM. 

Moving class to longer sessions rather than 

every Sunday will actually give us more 

instruction time and significantly improve 

our ability to bond as a group. 

 

Also, this new format will permit Confirmation students 

to be part of the monthly intergenerational events in 

addition to allowing the pastors to both be primary 

Confirmation teachers and available to Sunday morning 

programming for adults and children. Confirmation is 

for youth 7th through 9th grade preparing to affirm their 

baptism. 

 
WED., 9/11 6:00-7:30 PM Confirmation Orientation 

 SAT.,  9/21 Confirmation Retreat @ Cross Roads Camp  

 SUN., 10/6 5:00-8:00 PM Confirmation Class 

 SUN., 11/3 5:00-8:00 PM Confirmation Class 

 

KICKOFF SUNDAY 
September 15 

Let’s kick off another great year of 

programming at St. John’s! At 9:00 AM 

we will gather over food, singing, games, 

and program information. This fun event is 

for all ages—children, youth, and adults!  

 

CONSECRATION SUNDAY  
October 20 

Growing, Living, Building Together 

On this day we will present our 2020 Pledge Cards and 

dedicate ourselves to supporting God’s mission in and 

through St. John’s. Join us for a special Consecration 

Breakfast at 9:00 AM hosted by our Stewardship 

Committee! 

 

 

   587 Springfield Avenue 
      Summit, NJ 07901-4584 
 
         staff@stjohnssummit.org  
           www.stjohnssummit.org 
           Tel: 908.273.3846 

REFORMATION SUNDAY 
October 27 

We will commemorate the Reformation 

of the Church! Join us in singing lots of 

robust Lutheran hymns! Hear the 

proclamation of the Gospel! Celebrate 

that the Holy Spirit continues to reform 

the Church! Wear red! 

 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 
November 3 

In worship we will give thanks for all the saints in every 

age who are now at rest. We will remember St. John’s 

members and those people buried from our congregation 

who have died since last All Saints Day. There will be an 

opportunity to add names of loved ones and friends who 

have died during the past year as well. 

 

YOUTH SUNDAY 
November 17 

Our youth will be leading us in worship on this day. It is 

always a Sunday filled with energy and joy. Come support 

our youth and hear their prophetic voices. 

 

CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY 
November 24 

We end the Church year with the Feast of Christ 

the King. Christ rules as king over all the world 

and Christians’ first allegiance is to Christ alone. 

 

WHO’S MY NEIGHBOR? 
St. John’s is a regional congregation with members 

coming from 30+ towns across four counties and beyond. 

Our size and geographic spread is both a blessing and a 

challenge. This fall all St. John’s members will be invited 

to one of nine neighborhood or area gatherings. We are 

hoping to strengthen our community by getting people 

together who live in proximity to one another. We will 

meet over a meal and have ample time to get to know one 

another better—also this should be a lot of fun! Look for 

more information and your invitation soon! 
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Pastor Blake 

D 
ear beloved in Christ, 

 

In early August I had the privilege 

of attending the ELCA’s 15th Churchwide 

Assembly as a voting member of the New 

Jersey Synod delegation. Serving with both 

lay and clergy colleagues was a delight, 

even as we worked hard doing the 

“business” of the church. Of course, the 

church’s chief business is worship, and 

worship we did! 

 

From the opening of the Assembly to its 

close, with daily opportunities for 

communion, we were well fed in word and 

sacrament. For me however, more than all 

of the elections, resolutions, amendments 

and spirited discussions on the floor of the 

assembly, two particular events stand out 

that brought tears to my eyes. 

 

The first was both hearing and experiencing 

the apology of our denomination to people 

of African descent in this, the 400th 

commemoration of the beginning of slavery 

in the USA. As a descendant of slaves (my 

great-grandmother was a slave), it was 

powerful to hear leaders in our still 

overwhelmingly white church say, “The 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

apologizes to people of African descent for 

its historical complicity in slavery and its 

enduring legacy of racism in the United 

States and globally. We lament the white 

church’s failure to work for the abolition of 

slavery and the perpetuation of racism in 

this church. We confess, repent and 

repudiate the times when this church has 

been silent in the face of racial injustice.”  

The silence wrought by the confession was 

profound. 

 

So, too, when I processed with more than 

150 other women pastors, including 23 

bishops, on the day we celebrated the 50th 

anniversary of the ordination of women, the 

40th anniversary of the ordination of women 

of color, and the 10th anniversary of the 

ordination of LGBTQIA+ people, my heart 

was filled to overflowing with joy. 

 

In these moments and so many more, I felt 

proud of our church and the courageous 

ways in which God has led and will 

continue to lead us. And I pray that God 

continue to guide, uphold, nurture and use 

the ELCA, St. John’s, our New Jersey 

Synod, and Christ’s disciples in all 

expressions of our church to proclaim in 

word and deed the good news of God’s 

reign here and throughout the world.   

See you in church. 

                                                      From the Pastors’ Desks 

D 
on’t you love to travel? It starts 

with the curiosity and exploration 

of picking a destination. Where 

shall we go—somewhere brand new, 

somewhere abroad, or maybe back to a 

familiar vacation spot? The preparation, 

while at times overwhelming or even 

exhausting, is also full of anticipation. 

Then, when you arrive—there is so much to 

see and do, try and experience.  

 

This year, I have been lucky to travel both 

to Mexico in the spring and to Israel this 

past June. I know that many of you have 

been traveling too. (Even though you were 

traveling, I hope you still found a place to 

worship on those Sundays you were away 

from St. John’s!) I hope your travels have 

left you with time for relaxation, a host of 

new insights, and a greater sense of 

amazement at this wondrous world. 

 

In scripture, the theme of travel is a 

common one. Starting in Genesis, the Bible 

seems to be a saga of God’s people 

journeying east of Eden, far away, in 

foreign lands, among foreign peoples, 

constantly searching for home and an 

identity. From Adam and Eve, to Abraham 

and Sarah, to Jacob and Rebekah, to Moses 

and Zipporah, through the prophets and 

kings and the people in exile—wondering 

and journeying. Acts and the Epistles tell 

the stories of the many travels of the early 

Christians. The gospels are full of stories of 

Jesus’s travels—out in the wilderness, 

across the lake, up on the mountain, in 

another city, on the way to Jerusalem, 

walking to Calvary, resurrected and gone 

ahead of you to Galilee.  

 

In some ways I think we are in a wandering 

time for the Church. We are changing, the 

scenery is different, the context new, and at 

times it feels like we are truly among a 

foreign people in a foreign land. This can 

be unsettling but it can also be invigorating. 

God’s people have always been traveling, 

changing, and learning new ways to reach 

our current age with the ageless story of the 

love of God. What’s more, often it is out in 

the wandering that we find out who we 

really are and we experience the presence 

of God most acutely.  

 

One of the Sundays while I was in Israel 

this past June, I worshipped with a tiny 

congregation of English-speaking 

Protestants at St. Andrew’s Church, a 

mission of the Church of Scotland. The 

Hymn of the Day was “Will You Come and 

Follow Me.” Here I was with fewer than a 

dozen other people on the banks of the Sea 

of Galilee, thousands of miles from home, 

singing a hymn we know so well. “Will you 

come and follow me, if I but call your 

name,” Jesus asks. Will you travel with 

Jesus along paths for which we cannot 

know the ending? Will you risk all for the 

sake of the gospel knowing that God holds 

the future? Will you trust and travel and 

expect to be surprised at every turn? Dear 

people of God, let us sojourn with  

the Savior. 

Pastor Gladys 

In Christ’s Peace, 
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From Donna, 

Director of Music/Organist 

 

 

 

  

CHOIRS & ENSEMBLES RETURN 

September is right around the corner and with the 

changing season St. John’s dedicated choirs and 

ensembles return to service. All are invited to 

participate in St. John’s music ministry if you love 

music, love to sing, or love to play an instrument and 

wish to use your gifts in service to God. Some 

rehearsal schedules have changed, so be sure to 

check those out to the right. All of the choirs and 

ensembles are open to adults and youth. Children are 

welcome in the Drum Ensemble, Lutherringers (Gr. 4 

and up), and Recorder Ensemble (Gr. 4 & up). 

Children interested in singing should contact me.  
 

A NOTE OF GRATITUDE 
Thank you to all who sent cards, called, texted, and 

prayed as I recovered from back surgery this 

summer. Your care and get-well wishes were a 

blessing during the difficult post-surgery weeks and 

even now as I continue to recover and gain strength. I 

am also extremely grateful to all the unnamed but 

deeply appreciated St. John’s musicians who stepped 

up to continue providing the excellent musical 

leadership in worship that St. John’s is known for. 
 

LITURGY NEWS 
Both 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM worshipers have done 

a fantastic job learning new liturgies. This wonderful 

accomplishment will allow us this fall to use the 

classic Setting 4 for both services. Sing out!  
 

 

 

DURUFLÉ REQUIEM: NOV. 3 
The Adult Choir will be singing 

several parts of Maurice Duruflé’s 

beloved Requiem on All Saints 

Sunday, Nov. 3. Extra singers are 

welcome to sing with the Adult 

Choir for this special work. We’ll have a deep 

immersion on Wed., Sept. 4th at 7:45 PM, and then 

will continue rehearsing it at 8:45 PM most 

Wednesdays in September and October. If you are 

interested in singing this beautiful work with the 

choir, please see me. 
 

MUSIC LIBRARY UPDATE 
Work on organizing the church’s music library 

continued this summer. Special thanks to Joan 

Smedberg, Robin Roth, Norma Engelhardt, and 

Irma Gahan who pitched in to help sor t and file 

choral, instrumental, and sample music.   

 

!!  FALL REHEARSALS BEGIN  !! 

 

Join us for the start of the fall music season! 

 

Adult Choir rehearsals (for  adults and Gr. 9+ youth) 

begin Wed, Sept. 4 @ 7:45 PM 

 

Lutherringers rehearsals (for  adults and Gr . 4+ youth) 

usually the first three Sundays of the month, beginning 

Sun., Sept. 15 @ 12:00 PM 

 

Recorder Ensemble rehearsals (for  adults and Gr . 4+  

youth) begin Wed., Sept. 18 @ 7:00 PM 

 

Drum Ensemble rehearsals (for  all ages) are usually 

the last Sunday of the month @ 12:00 PM 
 

Youth Choristers (for  Gr . 2–8 children/youth) and 

Instrumental Ensembles, email me at 

dgarzinsky@stjohnssummit.org 

mailto:dgarzinsky@stjohnssummit.org
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Faith Formation is for families with children from Kindergarten to 6th grade. 
We hear Bible stories, explore and discuss how God works through ordinary 
people and have some fun with games and arts and crafts. 
 
This year we will begin using a new story Bible called Growing in God’s 
Love in addition to the Spark Story Bible.  
 
Our program will begin on Sunday, September 22 when we will spend 
four Sundays learning about Moses and his amazing story and leadership. We 
will meet in the Youth Lounge back by the nursery at 9:00 AM for an hour of 
fun and learning for parents and children. 

 
5F – Fellowship, Fun & Food for Faith Formation for  all! This year  Par ish 
Education is organizing MONTHLY opportunities for all ages together for faith 
formation and fun. Children, teens, and adults need to learn and grow their  faith 
together in a variety of experiences that will help to build our church. At St. John’s 
every gathering will have: 

Music 

Special food 

Fun opportunities to get to know each other 

Discussion around a Bible topic  

            Creative endeavors for all! 

            Join us as we grow the faith and equip our saints! 
 

                                   ▼__    __   UPCOMING SUNDAY 5F EVENTS   ____    ▼ 
 
September 15 – Kickoff Sunday, 9:00 AM 
Learn more about our worship life, social 
ministry, property and Faith Formation with 
special cookies, fun games and singing and an 
opportunity to contribute to our church 
family wreath. 
 
September 15 – Bible Sunday at 10:30 AM Worship 
St. John’s will be sharing our faith and supporting our children by distributing Bibles to the 
children in 3rd Grade and Preschool. We do this to help fulfill our promises made at Baptisms 

that we will share God’s story in the scriptures with children as they 
grow in faith. 
 
October 20 – Consecration Sunday, 9:00 AM 
Come for a lite fare, help us add fruits of our giving to our tree of life, and 
take home a puzzle prayer. 
 
November 3 – All Saints Sunday, 9:00 AM 
Get your ‘Saintly’ picture taken, play halo toss, listen to Pastor Blake give a  
talk on iconography, enjoy singing games and homemade Fall muffins. 
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DINNER CHURCH 
Dinner Church is a worship service based 

around the community fellowship of 

dinner. We gather together for informal 

worship, eat dinner together, have dinner 

conversation  centered around the Gospel 

lesson for the day and then clean up 

together, followed by dessert! Dinner Church is open to 

everyone, no advance notice is required. The service/meal 

is Sunday night from 6:00 – 8:00 PM. 

Upcoming dates: 

September 15 

October 20 

November 17 

December 8 

 

GIFT CARDS NEEDED 
The Caring Cards & Calls Committee is looking for 

donations of Dunkin’ Donuts or Starbucks $10 gift cards. 

We will be sending care 

packages to our college 

students this fall. Cards can 

be placed in the envelope 

marked College Gift Cards 

in the office by Sunday, 

October 6. Also if you have 

a college student, please send their mailing address to Jama 

Bowman at jama.b@comcast.net to make sure they get 

their care package! 

 

 

BOOK_DISCUSSION:  

THE IMMORTAL LIFE 

OF HENRIETTA LACKS 
The Anti-Racism Committee 

organized a summer parish 

read of the New York Times 

bestseller The Immortal Life 

of Henrietta Lacks. Copies are 

still available in the church 

office. Book discussions will 

be held Tuesdays, September 

17 & 24.  

FAMILY_PROMISE_INFO_GATHERING 

SUNDAY,_SEPTEMBER_8 

St. John’s hosts homeless families several times a year. A 

representative from Family Promise along with our own 

congregation coordinator will be sharing about the 

program. Whether you have never helped with Family 

Promise or you are a seasoned volunteer, all are 

encouraged to come and learn more. Come with your 

questions! The gathering begins at 9:00 AM. 

 

Family Promise Next Hosting Week 
Sunday, September 22 to Sunday, September 29 

 

Please sign up to help with the many tasks... 

+ dinner preparer 

+ dinner host 

+ overnight host 

+ set up 

+ clean up 

...to welcome and care for our guests. 
Email marifelcalis@gmail.com 

for more information and to sign up. 

 

 

Holy Land Pilgrimage 2020 
Journey with us to the Holy Land. Walk where Jesus 

walked. Visit Jerusalem, Bethlehem, and the Sea of 

Galilee, among others. In June 2020, St. John’s will be 

traveling to Israel/Palestine for 12 days beginning June 25. 

We will have professional tour guides, modern 

transportation, and 4.5-star hotel accommodations. Pastor 

Blake will serve as host for  this exper ience. Tour  costs, 

save for airfare, are $2,000, with a limit of 40 participants. 

For the full itinerary and to register your place, contact 

Pastor Blake. 

$10 

$10 

THANK YOU TO ALL BLOOD DONORS 
On behalf of St. John’s and the New York Blood Center, thank you to those 

who donated blood at our June Blood Drive. In all, we collected 29 units of 

blood from 25 donors which helped almost 60 people (surgical candidates, 

accident victims, cancer patients, and transplant recipients) around the 

Fourth of July holiday. 

        - Laura Snyder, njsnyders5@verizon.net 

mailto:jama.b@comcast.net
mailto:marifelcalis@gmail.com
https://familypromise.org/
mailto:njsnyders5@verizon.net
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The ELCA holds a churchwide assembly triennially—to 

worship, vote on matters of governance and policy, and  

be church together for the sake of the world. The 

Churchwide Assembly was August 5–10 in Milwaukee, 

with our own Pastor Moore as one of the voting members 

from the NJ Synod. The assembly was full of important 

votes and actions, including: 

 

† The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, ELCA Presiding Bishop, 

was reelected for a second six-year term. 

† A declaration of apology to our siblings of African 

descent, which was received by the African Descent 

Lutheran Association with thanks and a call for 

accountability. 

† Approved a resolution declaring the ELCA is a 

“sanctuary church body,” encouraging participation  

in the ELCA AMMPARO + initiative for migrant 

children, discernment of care for our immigrant 

neighbors in our context, and the promise of 

forthcoming resources for this work. 

† Approved a declaration for inter-religious commitment, 

reaffirming ecumenical and interfaith partnerships. 

† Approved support for the World Council of Church’s 

Thursdays in Black, ++ awareness movement for a 

world without rape and violence.  

† Voted to commemorate June 17 as a day of repentance, 

in honor and remembrance of the martyrdom of the 

Emanuel Nine *. 

† Approved the recommendations from a strategic 

taskforce which has been studying how to work toward 

authentic diversity in our church. 

† Approved memorials: affirming but not “endorsing” the 

Poor People’s Campaign, care for immigrants and 

refugees, and other statements. 

† Adopted a new social statement, Faith, Sexism, and 

Justice: a Call to Action, ** and its implementing 

resolutions.  

† Deacon Sue Rothmeyer was elected Secretary of the 

ELCA, a full-time position which acts as executive 

administrator and leader on all constitutional matters. 

† Constitutional change for Deacons (rostered ministers 

of word and service) to be ordained, from the previous 

practice of consecration. 

† Celebrated the milestones of 50 years of women's 

ordination, 40 years since the first woman of color was 

ordained, and 10 years since full inclusion of 

LGBTQIA+ clergy. 

* Emanuel Nine: Nine African Americans were murdered 
during a prayer service at the Emanuel African Methodist 

Episcopal Church in downtown Charleston, South Carolina, 
on the evening of June 17, 2015. 

+ 
AMMPARO is the ELCA strategy to 

Accompany Migrant Minors with Protection, 
Advocacy, Representation and Oppor tunities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dios es nuestro amparo y Fortaleza, ... 
God is our refuge and strength, ... 

 – Psalm 46:1 
 

AMMPARO is a holistic, whole church 
commitment by the ELCA, as a church in the world, 

to accompany children today and in the future. 
 
 

The word amparo in Spanish means “the protection of a 
living creature from suffering or damage.” The ELCA’s 
AMMPARO strategy was envisioned after witnessing the 
plight of children who are forced to flee their communities 
because of complex and interrelated reasons, including 
chronic violence, poverty, environmental displacement, and 
lack of opportunities in El Salvador, Honduras, and 
Guatemala. Due to our connection to companion churches 
in the region, including companion synod relationships, and 
existing ministries in the U.S., the ELCA is well-positioned 
to help ensure that these vulnerable children are protected.  

** This newly-
adopted social 
statement, its 

User’s Guide, 
FAQs about it, 

and information 
regarding its 

development can be 
found by clicking 

here or on this 
graphic, or by 

going to the ELCA 
website, elca.org, 
and searching on 

the social 
statement’s title. 

++ 
Thursdays in Black:   

The campaign is simple but profound: 
 wear black on Thursdays. Wear a pin 

to declare you are part of the global 
movement resisting attitudes and 

practices that permit rape and 
 violence. Show your respect for 

women who are resilient in the face 
of injustice and violence. Encourage 

others to join you.  

https://www.elca.org/cwa-2019/
https://www.elca.org/AMMPARO
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/get-involved/thursdays-in-black
https://www.emanuelnine.org/
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Current-Social-Writing-Projects/Women-and-Justice?_ga=2.91860698.194319994.1566425488-1397552521.1566425488
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Current-Social-Writing-Projects/Women-and-Justice?_ga=2.91860698.194319994.1566425488-1397552521.1566425488
https://www.elca.org/cwa-2019/
https://www.emanuelnine.org/
https://www.elca.org/AMMPARO
https://www.elca.org/AMMPARO
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Current-Social-Writing-Projects/Women-and-Justice?_ga=2.91860698.194319994.1566425488-1397552521.1566425488
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Current-Social-Writing-Projects/Women-and-Justice?_ga=2.91860698.194319994.1566425488-1397552521.1566425488
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/get-involved/thursdays-in-black
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/get-involved/thursdays-in-black
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APPALACHIA SERVICE PROJECT NEWS 
St. John’s Youth Missions traveled to Logan in Logan County, West Virginia for Appalachia 

Service Project this year. A few of you may remember that St. John’s worked at an ASP 

Center in Mann, Logan County in 2001. Logan, the county seat, sits at the confluence of the 

Guyandotte River and Island Creek at an elevation of about 679 feet. We stayed at Logan 

Middle School, which is on an island in the river. The county generally has mountainous 

terrain. Major employers include healthcare, coal industries, sales and office, and Southern 

WV Community College. In the 1920s, Logan County coal miners were highly involved in the 

“mine wars” and the push to establish unions. One noteworthy episode was the Battle of Blair Mountain. Logan County is 

home to Chief Logan State Park, a wonderful state park that hosts not only trails and picnic areas, but also a history museum, 

commonly referred to as the Museum in the Park. 

 

Thank you to our adult team leaders, Mark Shannon, Chris Black, and Andrew Larsen. Year after year, they use their time, 

expertise, and fine Christian example so our work crews can complete some awesome projects. This year’s teams were: 

Special thanks to those who supported our fundraisers. We raised $1,826 at our Trivia Night and shared lots of laughs in 

addition to trivial information. The Reverend Bruce Davidson was our special guest host for the evening. Our Peace by Piece 

fundraiser was also successful. As 

parishioners “purchased” pieces 

of siding, decking, shingles, and 

landscaping as well as doors, 

windows, and chimneys, we 

completed a model house and 

raised $2,496. To put things in 

perspective, these two fundraisers 

covered the cost of our two rental 

vans and one rental SUV plus gas 

for all vehicles and repairs to 

Chris Black’s van which broke 

down the night before we 

returned home. 

 

It is already time to start thinking 

about next summer and ASP, 

2020. Registration opens up 

Monday, September 16, 2019.  

Due to the Israel trip. we will 

probably go to Appalachia either 

July 12-18, 2020 (Week 6) or July 

18-25, 2020 (Week 7). Parents of 

youth interested in attending 

should call or email Laura 

Snyder. As always, we will 

accept adult volunteers based on 

the number of youth who 

participate. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Laura Snyder, ASP Coordinator 

njsnyders5@verizon.net  

Team #1: Mark Shannon and Ian 

Noble  with  Luke  Ertman, Jardeen 

Nervais,  Nilhil  Oommen,  Riley  

Semler, and Lindsey Bresnahan. 

Team #2: Chris  Black,  Laura 

Snyder, and Erik Bresnahan with  

Sam  Ertman,  Kyle  Goetke,  

Brendan Near, and Erik Noble. 

Team #3: Andrew Larsen and 

Kristen Miller with Alex Noble, 

Nils Holman, Adam Rose, Katie 

Mesenbrink, and Emmanuela  Dada. 

Quick Facts for Our “Home” vs. Our ASP Destination 

Sources: US Census Quickfacts, 2018, City-Data.com, Bureau of Labor and Statistics, 
Areavibes.com and Appalachia Service Project. 

mailto:njsnyders5@verizon.net
https://www.asphome.org/
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MOVIE NIGHTS 
Join us at the movies! All screenings begin at 7:00 PM and 

are followed by discussion. This fall, the films will continue 

our summer theme of movies exploring family relationships. 

 

Monday, September 9: Lady Bird 
2017 acclaimed coming-of-age film about 

a  high school senior from a poorer family 

craving a more sophisticated life and 

constantly in tension with her mother.  

 

Monday, October 28: Menashe 
Filmed principally in Yiddish 

this real-life memoir explores            

                            the normally closed-off 

community of Hasidic Jews 

in Brooklyn as a widower 

struggles to raise his son. 

 

Monday, November 11: Chef  
A celebrated head chef quits his job and 

buys a food truck to try to restore his 

culinary creativity, his estranged family, 

and his own identity. 

 

KITCHEN RENOVATIONS 
Our Church Kitchen is a focal point of our congregation. 
It is used weekly to prepare food for fellowship and to make 

good, Lutheran coffee. 

It is used to heat and 

cool food brought in to 

feed our Family 

Promise guests. It is 

used to assemble 200 

sandwiches for Bridges 

runs. It is used to serve 

Lenten soup suppers. It 

is used to host major 

anniversaries, receptions, welcomes, and farewells. It is used 

to comfort the grieving after funeral services. It is the first 

place we look to see who is at St. John’s. Our church kitchen 

has the amazing time and talents of our Fellowship 

Goddesses (and Minions)! Thanks be to God! We like to eat, 

and at St. John’s we eat well!  

 

We have made several significant 

renovations to our kitchen, thanks 

to several monetary gifts. This 

included new cabinets, new 

counter tops, a dishwasher, a new 

refrigerator, plumbing and 

electrical upgrades, and new ceiling fans. Thank you to the 

anonymous donors and to Chris Black, Harold Wyss, RJ 

Klein, Helen Dachowicz, Jane, Jama, Zach, and Bill 

Bowman for  their  project management and labor  to 

complete this renovation. 

FALL PROPERTY DAY 
Saturday, October 19 

9:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

We need your help! There are 

MANY projects around the church 

property that need attention to ensure 

our building is able to serve our 

congregation and community well. 

All skill sets are welcomed! 

 

KNITTING FOR SEAFARERS 
St. John’s continues to support seamen by knitting hats 

and scarves for the Seaman’s Church Institute at the Port 

of Elizabeth. Bill Walker obtained a Thrivent grant of 

$250 for the purchase of additional yarn so we can keep 

knitting.  Linda and Bill delivered over 35 hats and 10 

scarves to the Seamen’s 

Institute at the end of 

August. Look for the 

pictures on St. John’s 

Facebook page.  

 

If you are interested in knitting or crocheting, see Linda 

Walker or  email her  at Wk154linda@gmail.com. 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY @ ST. JOHN’S 
Youth Ministry at St. John’s is for youth from 6th – 12th 

grades. 

 

Sunday Calendar of Events: 

 

By your power, great God, our Lord Jesus healed the 

sick and gave new hope to the hopeless. Though we 

cannot command or possess your power, we pray for 

those who want to be healed. Mend their wounds, 

soothe fevered brows, and make broken people whole 

again. Help us to welcome every healing sign that, 

though death is against us, you are for us, and have 

promised renewed and risen life in Jesus Christ the 

Lord. Amen. 
 

- ELW, p. 84, Health of Body and Soul 

 

Let my prayer rise before you 
as incense, the lifting up of my hands 

as the evening sacrifice. 
- Psalm 141:2 

September 1 Coffee Sale 

October 6 Coffee Sale 

November 3 Coffee Sale 

mailto:Wk154linda@gmail.com
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ADULT EDUCATION 
Equipping the Saints for Ministry 

Our theme for Faith Formation this year is “Equipping the 

Saints for Ministry.” This theme is guiding our programing for 

children, youth, and adults. Come be a part of the wonderful 

ministry happening at St. John’s! 

 

“There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to 

the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one 

baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and 

through all and in all. But each of us was given grace according 

to the measure of Christ’s gift . . .” 

   

The gifts Christ gave were that some would be apostles, some 

prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip 

the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 

Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the 

knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of 

the full stature of Christ. (Ephesians 4:4-7, 11-13) 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Study 

“Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for 

our learning: grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and 

inwardly digest them…” Scripture is central to our life as 

Christians—but many of us could use more time spent studying 

and reflecting on the scriptures. On Sunday mornings when 

neither a Forum nor an Intergenerational Event is scheduled we 

will be holding a Sunday morning youth/adult Bible Study. All 

are welcome! Come as often as you can! 

 

2019–2020 FORUMS—SUNDAYS AT 9:00 AM 

 

October 6: Youth Anti-Racism Report 

Last year a group of St. John’s youth 

met on Sunday evenings for a series of 

powerful conversations on race. Come 

hear from our youth about their 

learnings and their work on this 

important issue. 

 

October 27: The Rev. Louisa Groce 

Ordained at the age of 80, now 100, 

Pastor Groce only stopped preaching 

weekly last year. Come hear from this 

amazing woman about her lifelong 

spiritual and vocational journey—always 

in the Church and always changing.  

 

 

January 19: Amanda Parrish Block 

Summit-native and community 

organizer extraordinaire, Ms. Block is 

the founder of GRACE, (Giving and 

Receiving Assistance for our 

Community’s Essentials) Food Relief 

Program here in Summit, which provides fresh fruits and 

vegetables to those in our community in need. Come hear 

about her calling as a lay person to develop this significant 

community ministry. 

 

February 2: Budget Forum 

Our Administration and Finance Committee will present the 

proposed 2020 Spending Plan. 

Come to learn about the plan 

and ask questions. Remember, 

church budgets are one of the 

primary mission documents of a 

congregation. 

 

February 16: Shai Dromi, PhD 

A Harvard University Lecturer in Sociology, Dr. Dromi will 

present the research from his new book 

Above the Fray: The Red Cross & the 

Making of the Humanitarian NGO 

Sector. The research highlights how 

Swiss lay people, grounded in their 

Christian faith, found their calling to 

found what we know now as the 

International Red Cross. 

 

March 22: The Rev. Maristela Freiberg  

The Director for Evangelical Mission for 

the New Jersey Synod and native of 

Brazil, Pastor Freiberg will help our 

whole congregation think about how each 

of us is called to ministry and how we can 

deepen our commitment to God’s mission 

through St. John’s. 

(Photo: Laura Ogden, Satori Photography)  

MONTHLY UPDATE FROM THE  

ST. JOHN’S FINANCE COMMITTEE 

JULY 2019 FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

  Actual Plan 

YTD Income $355,326 $378,000 

YTD Expenses $363,686 $380,511 

Net Income ($8,360) ($2,511) 

YTD World Hunger & Special Benevolence Giving: 

$11,358 
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 
 Approved repair of Sanctuary AC and the replacement of failed AC units in Hinman Hall. 

 Approved participation in state-sponsored program to retrofit fluorescent 
     lighting to LED lighting throughout the building. 

 Approved kitchen upgrades funded by several designated gifts. 

 Approved refurbishment of the Memorial Garden plaques. 

 Decided to hold only one service at 9:00 AM from July through Labor Day in 2019. 

 Jump Immersion School as anticipated in the lease will expand to the second level 
     for instruction beginning this fall. 
 

PARISH REGISTER CHANGES 
† New Members: 
 Connie Schmalz 5/12/19; Corey Sanders & Jaclyn Lasaracina 6/16/19 
† Confirmed on 6/9/19: 
 Zach Johnson, Katie Mesenbrink, Abby Miller, Katie Trzaska 
† Deaths: 
 Susan Montague 3/6/19, Linda Alber 3/9/19, Tsuruko Milby 8/18/19 
 

FUNERAL PLANNING 
As part of our program “Living Well, Leaving Well,” St. John’s has a 
completely updated Funeral Planning Form and Resource Sheet. All members 
of any age are encouraged to take the materials, complete them (in full or 
even in part), and return them to the Church Office. These plans are 
extremely useful to help carry out your final wishes when death comes—they 
are a gift to your loved ones and the church.  
 

MISSION ENDOWMENT FUND GRANTS 2019 
More than five years ago our congregation decided to disburse funds annually from our Endowment for mission and 
ministry above and beyond our regular stewardship and budgeted benevolence. Such funds “shall not exceed 4% of a 
three-year rolling average of the fund’s balance ending on September 30.” 

Fund Recipients Through August 2019 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, New Orleans  $2,000 

Community Food Bank of New Jersey  $3,000 

Cross Roads Camp and Retreat Center  $2,500 

Friends of the Union County Child Advocacy Center  $2,000 

Good News Home for Women  $1,000 

Family Promise of Union County  $5,000 

ELCA Global Church Sponsorship (For Trozzo Missionary Family)  $500 

TOTAL $16,000 


