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The Nativity of Our Lord, Christmas Eve, December 24th 2018 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Summit, NJ  

Luke 2:1-20 
 

 

Grace be to you and peace from Immanuel, God with us always and forever. Amen. 

 “In that region there were pastors living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.”  

Did I say there were pastors out in the field?  If so, I certainly wouldn’t be referring to either Pastor 

Blake or myself because we don’t really like being in the field, or camping sort of things. So even 

though I said there were “pastors” out in the field, “pastor” is the Latin word for shepherd, so it’s not 

such a bad mistake.  

As I stand here tonight as your senior shepherd, watching over you, the flock that God has 

entrusted into our care, I have a deep sense of gratitude for you, and a deep sense of awe for those 

shepherds who were out in the field; for they were the very first ones to hear the good news that 

Jesus Christ was born! 

 Unlike contemporary pastors, many of whom are still respected and loved, the shepherds of 

Jesus’ day were anything but popular.  Those shepherds were regarded in much the same way as 

some people view homeless folks in our cities. They were seen as dirty, unreliable and more or less 

useless. 

 In modern days we tend to sentimentalize the status that shepherds had in ancient Israel.  

But in actuality they were seen as symbols of everything rough, common and despised.  One 

ancient witness lumped shepherds together with robbers and violent men saying that anytime any 

one of them testified in court, their testimony would automatically be invalid. Shepherds were 

considered the lowest of the low; not as part of the working class, but like the underclass.   

 Yet it was to them --- to the smelly, dirty, poor shepherds that the first announcement of our 
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Lord’s birth came.   An angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them and they were filled with fear.  And the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see-- I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” 

 In those beautiful words that the angel proclaimed to the shepherds lies the heart of the 

Christmas message.  “Do not be afraid”, the angel said.  God’s first word to us is often “Don’t fear, 

for I have come to free you from fear.”  And this is certainly an important word for us tonight: “Don’t 

be afraid”.   Don’t be afraid to live and to love, in spite of what’s happening throughout the world and 

even in your own lives.  For on this day, a Savior is born who will free us from our fears.   

 Don’t be afraid of what’s happening with our government as we seem to be spinning towards 

greater chaos, because the prophet Isaiah says that the child to be born in the future, this very one 

whose birth is announced to the shepherds, will have the government of the whole world upon his 

shoulders. “For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; 

and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 “Don’t be afraid”, the angel says to the shepherds and to us. “Don’t be afraid of your own or 

your loved ones’ mortality, or of aging, loneliness, or financial insecurity because you’ve lost your 

job. God’s angel is bringing good news tonight; good news of great joy for all the people: ‘To you is 

born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.’” 

 We’ve heard lots of bad news recently, as we do all the time.  A loved one receives a 

terrifying diagnosis and we don’t know what the future holds. Climate change is threatening our 

planet like never before. Young children are detained and dying on our southern border. Famine 

and starvation are on the rise in Yemen and war continues in many places throughout the world.  Is 
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there never an end to the bad news we wonder?  And maybe there isn’t. 

 But in the midst of the bad news, the angel of the Lord proclaims the most extraordinary 

good news of all.  And the good news is not just for the shepherds, nor just for us and for the 

religious people.  No, the good news, says the angel is coming for all the people.  ALL ---poor and 

rich; joyful and grieving; young and old; American and Afghani; straight and gay, married and single; 

sick and well; those with children and those who are childless; prisoners and free folks; addicted 

people and those in recovery.  The good news is for ALL people.  And it is simply this:  TO YOU--- 

that is, to those lowly shepherds, to us, to the whole human race, and indeed the whole creation is 

born a Savior, God’s own gift to the world. 

 When you stop and think about it, it’s absolutely remarkable, isn’t it?   Better than all the 

presents sitting under some of our Christmas trees is the gift whom God gives to us tonight.  And 

this gift is the most personalized gift that has ever been given.  This baby lying in a manger who will 

grow up to be the world’s Savior is God’s gift to you --- to you Joan and to you Hans, and to you, 

Carolyn, and to all of us here as well as to people the wide world over. 

 When those shepherds heard the angels’ announcement, hearing just wasn’t enough. 

They had to go and experience the good news for themselves.  And that’s exactly what they did.  

Those shepherds went right to Bethlehem, to the house of bread as it is called, so that they might 

see, hear and touch the Savior. 

 In a way, we’re like those shepherds of long ago.  For we have come here tonight, to 

Bethlehem at St. John’s, to this house of bread on Springfield Ave. so we might hear the good news 

in lessons and music, see the good news on the faces of God’s people gathered here tonight, and 

touch and taste the good news in the bread and wine of communion.  “This is my body born for you.  
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This is my blood, shed for you.” For us, sisters and brothers, that’s what we’ll say shortly in the 

creed.  For us and for our salvation, for our healing, so that he might be a salve for ours and the 

world’s ills, Jesus came.   

If we want to thank God for this wondrous gift then let us do so by following the lead of the 

shepherds.  You see, after they had experienced the good news of the Godchild at Bethlehem, they 

returned.  They went back to doing what they had been doing before. They went back to tending 

their sheep.  But they didn’t go back unchanged.  They returned as a few of the world’s first 

evangelists, those who would share the gospel, the good news of great joy.   

 So, let us return in the same fashion.  Let us go back to our homes, to our Christmas dinners 

and celebrations, to our workplaces and schools not as the same persons but as those who have 

also been changed; grasped so much by the good news of Christ’s birth that we too go out and tell 

in our words and deeds that Jesus Christ is born.   Go tell it the way pastor and theologian Howard 

Thurman said so many years ago:  

"When the song of the angels is stilled, when the star in the sky is gone, when the kings and princes 
are home, when the shepherds are back with the flocks, then the work of Christmas begins: to find 
the lost, to heal those broken in spirit, to feed the hungry, to release the oppressed, to rebuild the 

nations, to bring peace among all peoples, to make a little music with the heart… 
And to radiate the Light of Christ, every day, in every way, in all that we do and in all that we say. 

Then the work of Christmas begins.” Amen. 
 
 

Pastor Gladys G. Moore 


