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The Third Sunday After the Epiphany, January 21st 2018 
St. John’s Lutheran Church: Summit, New Jersey 

“God’s Beloved” (Mark 1: 14-20) 
 

Grace be to you and peace from God our Creator, Redeemer and Life-giving Spirit.  Amen. 

“Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and 

saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good 

news.”  

Last Monday evening a number of us attended the Service of Commemoration for the Rev. Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. at Fountain Baptist Church.  As always, it was a rousing service with good 

music, dynamic preaching and a wonderful spirit. It was like being in a place suspended in time, 

where everyone felt uplifted and maybe even had a sneak preview the kingdom of God. 

 This year’s preacher, the Rev. Willie Francois preached up a storm; and he began by saying 

this about Martin Luther King, Jr.: “One doesn’t get assassinated for preaching about love.”  It was a 

memorable saying and so true. Dr. King wasn’t killed for being kind or talking about his dream of 

justice.  He was killed because the folks in power knew that he was dangerous.   

He was dangerous because he gave people hope in the possibilities of a new America; 

because he called for justice for poor and oppressed people; because he spoke out powerfully against 

racism, poverty and the Vietnam War. He was assassinated because he preached love in the midst of 

hate and non-violence in the midst of violence.  He wasn’t the first to talk about non-violence, or to call 

out the wrongs of our society.  Gandhi had done it before him, and Jesus did it long before Gandhi. 

King was assassinated because his ideas were revolutionary --- because he talked about the will of 

God for all the people of God; namely new and fulfilling life for every child of earth. 
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In a similar fashion, John the Baptist wasn’t arrested because he preached about love and a 

feel-good-religion.  He wasn’t even arrested for being an odd-ball who ate bugs and wore weird 

clothes. He was arrested because he spoke truth to power. He spoke out against King Herod’s 

adulterous marriage to his brother’s wife he and was eventually beheaded for doing so. But when he 

first began preaching in the wilderness he preached the same message that Jesus did after him. He 

called people to repent; to around and trust God’s way and will. 

After John is arrested, Jesus comes on the scene and tells people that it’s time, time for God’s 

good news to start breaking into people’s lives and out into the world. “The time is fulfilled” said Jesus, 

“and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”   

The time is fulfilled because kingdom time is kairos time. It’s the time when the apple falls 

from the tree; the time when the mother’s water breaks and the birth process begins.  Kingdom time is 

the time when God’s good news that change is possible is being announced; that the status quo 

cannot remain static; that things don’t have to stay the way they are, because the way things are, isn’t 

good or right for everybody, but only for the somebodies in power.  The good news that Jesus 

announces is that every old way of living is going to change one way or another and that it needs to.  

Walls need to be torn down; resistance to God’s loving and just future needs to melt away. God is on 

the loose saying not only that life doesn’t have stay the way it is now; but that it cannot stay the way it 

is now! 

“The time is fulfilled”, Jesus said.  And then he invited others to come and get involved in 

God’s mission. Now being the beach-lover that he is, Jesus is out walking along the Sea of Galilee. 

Maybe he*s contemplating how he’s going to spread the good news of what God has called him to do. 

I don’t know about you, but I do some of my best contemplating when I’m walking along the beach.  
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There’s something about hearing the water lapping at the shore that both soothes and invites deeper 

reflection into life’s mysteries.   

So there’s Jesus walking along and he comes upon a bunch of fishermen going about their 

daily work.  He knows he’ll need partners and friends along the way, so he calls to these guys with a 

crazy idea in mind, “Hey, how’s the fishing?  Do you want to try something really new?  Follow me and 

I’ll make you fish for people!”   In some respects, Jesus is like a door-to-door salesman, going around 

trying to sell this God idea to strangers.  But I guess with Amazon and other online shopping options, 

the days of door-to-door salespeople are coming to an end. 

Anyway, if I were Peter and Andrew hearing this stranger talk about a new fishing opportunity, 

I’d think he were pretty odd. After all, who in their right minds is going to leave their livelihood to follow 

a strange preacher into and unknown and potentially risky life?  Yet somehow, I suspect they’re 

feeling a nudge inside for a new way of life and living.  Maybe they don’t want so much to leave their 

life as it is, but to follow life as it could be.  Perhaps that’s what they listen hard to what Jesus is 

saying to them; because our text says that “immediately” they left their nets and followed him. I’m 

pretty sure they asked themselves many times in the years to come, what on earth had possessed 

them to do this. But for right now, following Jesus seemed like the right thing to do.  

The same thing happened with James and John.  It was another family affair; two brothers 

being called by Jesus to come and follow him into a new and exciting way of life; a way of life that 

would forever change them and the world; They we’re going to become fishers for people. And 

immediately they too left their nets and followed him. 

Sometimes I read this text and think, these guys must have been crazy!  What would possess 

them to do such an impulsive thing?  But other times I think, “You know, that’s how it is with me and 
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Jesus too.”  Sometimes life feels so stagnant; so hopeless; so fearful.  What’s going to happen now 

that the government has shut down?  How will we ever conquer and tear down the walls of hatred and 

fear that so infect our planet?  When will the greedy begin to recognize the needy? How do I care for 

my aging parents? Will my children be okay in a world gone so astray? Will I ever be healed of this 

depression or sickness? 

Sometimes I think that what Jesus said about God’s Spirit being upon him to preach good 

news to the poor, to bind up the broken-hearted and proclaim release to those who are captive to life’s 

trials and tribulations really isn’t going to happen.  And then Jesus comes to me again and says, 

“Follow”.  “Hang in there with me; trust God that new life is possible.”  

I think that’s why some folks marched yesterday in Morristown and around the country.  They 

want to be the change they wish to see.  I think that’s why other folks go to 12 step groups; because 

they know God wants them to become the people they were created to be, not people enslaved by 

addictions.  I think that’s why other folks volunteer at shelters and do Bridges runs and deliver Meals 

on Wheels or help out when we host Family Promise, or give service of hundreds of different ways.  

They follow Jesus’ way of justice and peace because they’re called to do so.   

You see, following Jesus isn’t so much an option in life as a claim on our lives. Following Jesus 

means being willing to be changed, transformed by God’s will for us, every day and in every way.  

Following Jesus might mean giving up an old destructive way of life for a new productive way of life.  It 

might mean risking rejection; becoming friends with strangers or hanging out with folks we once 

thought to be “holier than thou” only to find out that they’re just like us, forgiven sinners trying to make 

a difference in this world for good and for God.  
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 Jesus says, “Follow me and I will make you fishers of people.” And where shall we cast our 

nets?  You see, these fishermen didn’t use poles and bait to catch their fish, they cast out a very big 

net to gather the fish in.  Where will we cast our nets brothers and sisters?   Will we cast them with the 

powerful and the privileged, or will we cast them elsewhere?  

Jesus cast his net among all kinds of folks --- rich and poor; young and old, tax collectors and 

prostitutes, people who were mentally ill and those whose bodies were wracked with pain. That’s 

where he calls us to cast ours too. For no one and no thing is beyond the reach of God’s net.  God 

wants everybody, every child of earth and all creation to be saved from the brokenness of sin and 

death and brought into the kingdom of God’s life and love.  

“Follow me”, says Jesus to us today.  “Follow me in this great, unfolding adventure that is the 

life of faith.”  And if we truly follow him, then amazing things will begin to happen.  Jesus will never 

leave us the same folks as when he found us. He won’t promise that life will always be easy, but it will 

certainly not be dull. Jesus wants us to follow him today; not halfheartedly, but all the way. And he 

wants us to follow him now. Today, not tomorrow. Immediately. He’s calling us so we can call others 

to the kingdom, to remind them that God’s reign is near and that new life is on the horizon and that he  

has come bringing God’s saving and healing love to all.  Amen.  

 

Rev. Gladys G. Moore 


