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The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany, February 10th 2019 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, New Jersey 

Luke 5:1-11 (C) 
 

Grace be to you and peace from God our Creator, Redeemer, and Life-giving Spirit. Amen. 
 

 Many years ago, as part of my final seminary candidacy, I had to write an essay about any 

Bible passage the committee gave me.  You didn’t find out until the exam what the passage was.  

When I received my exam I had to write on Genesis 12, the call of Abraham and I had to talk about 

how my call was similar or dissimilar to God saying to Abraham, “Go from your country and your 

kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you… And I will bless you, so that you will 

be a blessing.”  Although it took me a while, it was easy enough to write, especially as I reflected on  

leaving my mostly Black Methodist Church to join the overwhelmingly White Lutheran Church,  

because I still felt blessed to be a blessing. 

 This morning’s gospel is about God’s call to Peter and to Jesus’ disciples of every time and 

place. But you won’t have to write an exam about your call today, because this lesson is not about a 

call to specialized ministry or to being set apart as a deacon or a pastor. This lesson is about the call 

that everyone of us receives in our baptism to be followers of Jesus Christ and fishers of people. 

 Notice too where Peter’s call takes place. It doesn’t come in a so-called “holy” place like a 

temple, synagogue or church.  It comes at work. Nor does Jesus’ call come to extraordinary, holy 

people like some people think we clergy folk are. Rather, the call comes to fishermen; and not with big 

fanfare but with a simple invitation; a gentle command: “Put out into the deep water and let down your 

nets for a catch…Don’t be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.” 

 When we first see Jesus standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, the crowd was “pressing in on 

him to hear the word of God.” Wouldn’t it be great if our North American churches were filled with 

standing room only because ordinary people were pressing in on us to hear the word of God?  It’s like 
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that in many African countries.  Years ago, I was worshipping at a church in Namibia and one of the 

members said to me, “Pastor, it’ so strange.  In your country you have big churches with few people.  

Here we have little churches with many, many people.  Do you think maybe we could switch buildings?  

 Even though it’s early on in his public ministry, the more Jesus teaches, preaches and 

heals, the greater the crowds become.  After all, who doesn’t want the goodies that Jesus gives and 

the goodness that he exudes? But there are also some fishermen on the shore; Simon in particular, 

who will later in the text be called “Simon Peter”. We know him mostly as “Peter”.   

 There are two groups of people in this lesson, but they are very different.  The crowd listens to 

Jesus. The fishermen act. The crowd stays on the land; the fishermen will go out onto the lake, to 

deeper water. The crowd has followed Jesus out of curiosity.  They’ve heard about this rabbi and his 

preaching in Nazareth; about that exorcism he did in Capernaum; about how he healed Simon’s 

mother-in-law.  The crowd wants to receive from Jesus, but not necessarily give him anything in return. 

They listen to him but don’t especially want to obey him.  Maybe we know people like those in the 

crowd too. 

 Regardless of their motives though, Jesus still taught the crowd.  When the crowd was getting 

too close, he got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little 

way from the shore so he could teach them about God’s kingdom. For God’s reign is one of healing 

and hope for all people; one of welcome, not exclusion; one of liberation to new life, not oppression in 

old roles. It was essential for Jesus to keep teaching the crowd so they would understand God’s 

kingdom and the reason why he was sent. 

 When Jesus finished speaking to the crowd, he turned his attention to Simon Peter.  He wanted 

to move away from the security of the shore, from that place where curiosity was more important than 

commitment, into a more profound relationship with Peter and the others.  So Jesus said to him, “Put 
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out into the deep water and let your nets down for a catch.” Jesus wants Peter to be a disciple; to be a 

learner who will practice what he’s learned.  He wants Peter to be both taught and caught in the net of 

God’s saving and amazing grace. That’s why he invites him to go deeper; to put out into deep water 

and let down not just his fishing net, but his life-net --- to open his head, heart, and soul to the 

wondrous depth of God’s love. 

 Isn’t that what baptism is all about, sisters and brothers?  At our baptism into Christ, God invites 

us to come to the life-giving waters, where we will forever be named and claimed as God’s children. 

But the baptism itself is only the beginning of our journey. God wants us to cast our life-nets deeper 

into our relationship with God: to trust God when all our life-supports seem to be washing away; to 

listen to Jesus and learn of his compassion and care for outsiders and those in our society who lost 

and lonely; to risk giving more of ourselves, not less --- to give our time, our talents and our treasures 

so the transforming power of the Gospel will be known in people’s lives and in our increasing wounded 

and messed up world. “Put out into the deep water”, Jesus is saying to Peter and us today. 

 Who knows where putting out into the deep might lead us?  Maybe this year we’ll do three 

Bridges Runs rather than two, so we can feed people living in abject poverty with physical food and the 

gift of God’s serving love.  Hopefully we’ll begin our face-to-face relationship with our Liberian kinfolk at 

Redeemer Trenton so we can learn more about the church in this still-struggling African nation.   And I 

pray that we will go deeper in our understanding of how pervasive, persistent and pernicious the sin of 

racism is and that we will grow stronger in our resolve to interrupt and dismantle it.  A culture in which 

Blackface continues to persist will only be changed when white faces, black faces, and all faces 

confront, or face off against the depth of this sin together, not just for a day, but for a lifetime.  

 When Jesus tells him to go out into the deep water, Peter responds: “Master, we have worked 

all night long and caught nothing.”  “I know what I’m doing, Lord.  I’ve been doing it all my life.”   “Yet”, 
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Peter continued, “if you say so, I will let down the nets.”  At your word, Jesus, I’ll do it.” It is in response 

to Jesus' word that Peter acts, and no sooner does he put his nets down into deep water, than tons of 

fish begin to swim into them.  In fact, there were so many fish that the nets started to break and Simon 

Peter had to call for reinforcements.   

 While his other partners are hauling fish into their nearly sinking boats, Peter begins to realize 

that it’s not only fish that have been caught here; he himself has been caught too! He immediately 

recognizes his own sinfulness, falls down at Jesus’ feet, and begs him to go away. "Go away from me, 

Lord, for I am a sinful man!”   Peter wants to get rid of Jesus, but Jesus won't go! His sinfulness won't 

keep Jesus away. Our sinfulness won’t keep Jesus away either.  In spite of our self-centeredness, fear 

and pride, God keeps on using sinners like us to share God’s compassion, grace and love both to and 

in the world.  

 Simon Peter was definitely caught; caught not only by his sinfulness but by the lavishness of 

God’s grace. They’d fished all night and caught nothing. But at Jesus’ command, the catch was 

awesome!  Next thing you know, Jesus is changing Peter’s job description.  “Don’t be afraid” he says; 

“From now on you will be catching people.” Jesus’ first words are, “Do not be afraid.” Don’t be afraid of 

your sinfulness or your inadequacy.  Don’t be afraid of your past, present or future.  For I am with you; 

you are mine, and I’m going to use you according to my purposes. From now on you are going to be 

catching people.”  

 There are plenty of fish out there in the sea of God’s world who are longing to be loved, 

accepted and welcomed for who they are.  In spite of the constant refrain we say and hear about the 

church here in the United States: “Well, we’re declining, but everyone else is too…” In spite of this, 

there are still people out in the world --- in our families, among our friends, in our schools and work 

places who long to be in relationship with a God who loves them, forgives them and yearns for them to 
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be the people that God made them to be.  And that is our job, that is our mission, sisters and brothers. 

We are called to listen to Jesus’ command and to cast our nets wherever he tells us to so that we 

might draw others in.   

 Where do you imagine us casting our St. John’s nets this year?  Where and among whom do 

you think is the Spirit moving us to go? I hope we’ll talk about this over lunch before we begin our 

congregational meeting, for we need the partnership of all our people so we can go into the world, 

catching others in the net of God’s love.   

 Sisters and brothers, not only have we been caught in God’s baptismal waters, and taught by 

Jesus, but we have been bought for a very high price, Jesus’ death on a cross.  Our salvation was 

costly to God but God gave Jesus willingly because God loves us unconditionally and forever. But 

were death the end of the story, we wouldn’t be here this morning.  You see, the last chapter of God’s 

story always has to do with life: new, resurrected, changed life; a life in which, we, like the disciples of 

old, are willing to leave everything to follow Jesus.   

 None of us can teach unless we’re first taught; and we can’t catch others with the gospel unless 

we’ve also been caught.  But when have been caught and taught, and know for certain that we have 

been bought and are a part of God’s family, then we can joyfully give of ourselves to catch others with 

the good news of God’s amazing love.  So good fishing, sisters and brothers. Good fishing! Amen.  

 

Pastor Gladys G. Moore 


