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MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 18th 2019 
St. John’s Lutheran Church/ Summit, New Jersey 

John 13:1-17, 31-34 
 

Grace be to you and peace from God our Creator, Redeemer, and Life-giving Spirit. Amen. 
 

“I love to tell the story; ‘twill be my theme in glory, to tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love.”  

Today we tell the story of Jesus and his love --- his love for us, his love for his disciples of old, and his 

love for the whole human race.   

Today is Maundy Thursday, the beginning of what we call the Triduum or the Great Three Days 

of the Christian year. This day, along with Good Friday and the Easter Vigil, mark the ancient 

observance of the mystery of our salvation. With all the faithful throughout the world, we journey with 

Jesus to his death, so that we might be raised with him on Easter to resurrection life. So, the service 

that we begin today will not be completed until the great Vigil of Easter. There will be no benediction 

either today or tomorrow; we will simply leave in silence. 

It is something, isn’t it, to contemplate the mystery of our salvation?  For it really is 

incomprehensible why the God of all creation would become one of us in order to love us back to the 

life that is really life!  So much of our life is filled with sorrow and sighing and sin. And yet God’s will for 

us and for the entire creation is wholeness. Shalom is the Hebrew word for it. God’s will for us is 

harmony and healing for all: human, plant and animal. God wants every child of earth, and the earth 

itself to have everything that is needed in order to thrive. This is the abundant life, this is salvation; not 

just being saved in the hereafter, but here too. So, God sends Jesus to be our salve, the same root 

word as salvation. Jesus came to be a comfort for our hurts and to challenge our incredible self-

centeredness, our enormous egos. And he was sent to a cross to save us from ourselves.  

Some of us have heard the lessons we heard today for many, many years.  The story itself 
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doesn’t change. Yet each year hopefully, we get to hear a new perspective on the old, old story; or to 

gain new insights into what we’ve heard and read many times before.  The scene is a familiar one.  

Jesus is at a meal with his disciples, something he did many times throughout his three years of 

ministry with them.  

According to John’s Gospel, the meal takes place before the Passover festival, which our 

Jewish brothers and sisters will begin celebrating tomorrow evening. Jesus knows that his time to live 

is very short; and like many meals before this one, he has something to teach his disciples.  As usual, 

he teaches by example as much as he does by words.   

While the dinner conversation is going on, Jesus gets up from the table, takes off his outer robe 

and ties a towel around himself.  Most of the disciples probably don’t even notice what he’s doing 

because they’re so engrossed in their food and fellowship. But they finally start to look up when they 

hear the water being poured into the basin. Then they notice something very peculiar, because Jesus 

is moving around the table on his knees silently washing the disciples’ feet. 

Usually foot-washing takes place before the meal, not in the middle of it.  And only slaves or 

servants washed other peoples’ feet; otherwise people did this for themselves.  But here is Jesus, their 

rabbi and friend, stooping down like a slave, washing their dirty, smelly feet. When he gets to Peter, he 

asks Jesus, “Lord are you going to wash my feet?”  Jesus says to him, “I know you don’t know what’s 

going on right now, but later on you’ll understand”, but Peter says no to Jesus. 

If this scene had taken place in the 21st century, Peter probably would have looked at Jesus 

kneeling there below him and said, “Really, Jesus.  I don’t think so. You’re not going to wash my feet. 

I’m not into that touchy feely stuff you know!”  But Jesus’ stops Peter right away: “Unless I wash you, 

you won’t really be a part of me and my mission and understand what I’m truly about. So Peter 
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immediately agrees. “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and head!” 

When Jesus finishes washing everyone’s feet, he puts his robe back on and returns to the 

table, because now it’s time for the oral lesson. And once again, as was his custom, he begins 

teaching with a question: “Do you know what I have done to you?”   Don’t you think Jesus should have 

said, ‘Do you know what I have done FOR you?’ Doesn’t that sound better? Doesn’t it sound a little 

less like He did something that they didn’t want to happen?  

 You see, it’s one thing to do something for someone ---- like you’re doing them a favor. “I’ll do 

the dishes for you or I’ll be the usher or assisting minister for you today…But doing something to 

someone as Jesus did, takes this foot washing way beyond just a generous act or a matter of hygiene. 

Jesus said, “Do you know what I have done TO you?”  I have done something TO you that will change 

you. I have done something TO you that will affect the way you treat one another. I’m asking you not to 

wash my feet, but to wash one another’s feet – I have done something TO you.”  

 “I have anointed you. I have baptized you. I have done something TO you that changes the way 

that you look at things, because to wash feet, you need to get down a little lower, down here on the 

ground, and when you look at life from the bottom up, that changes you.” 

 By washing his disciples’ feet Jesus did something to them that not only changed them but that 

changed the world.  And it would change the perspective of Jesus’ followers of every time and every 

place; because what Jesus did to them was to make them servants. By washing their feet, he forever 

showed them the posture that his followers should take: that of a servant stooping down in love. 

 Servants of the Servant sisters and brothers, that’s what we are.  We are people who follow the 

One who served.  For Jesus served people who were sick in body, mind and spirit. He served people 

who were rich, calling them out of their self-centered lives into a life filled with meaning and not just 
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money.  He served women and men, Jews and Gentiles, children and adults. And he especially served 

those whom nobody else wanted to be near, let alone to serve --- tax collectors, people with leprosy, 

people with mental illness, people who were dead and dying. That’s what this day/night is all about.   

 And what makes it so poignant is that even when his friends are ready to betray him and deny 

him as he prepares to go to the cross, Jesus still stoops to serve.  He does this out of love --- deep, 

unconditional and abiding love; and this is the love Jesus wants us to have and to share. Love that 

bears the burdens of others; love that stoops to serve; love that never lets us go no matter how far 

we’ve fallen, how badly we’ve messed up or how disconnected we are from God and ourselves.  

 Jesus has done something to us in our baptism.  He has claimed us as God’s beloved and 

given us a new commandment --- to love one another as he has loved us. To love not just when it’s 

easy, but especially when it’s tough --- when we’ve been rejected or hurt, talked about or betrayed. 

Jesus tells us to love in good times and bad times; when we can’t fix ourselves or others, but must 

simply commend them to God’s care.  

 In the life-giving water of our baptism and in this meal of love that we are about to receive, 

Jesus does something to us: he shows us the depth of his love. The beginning of our text says it well: 

“Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.”  Jesus loves the whole world, 

and us, even as he prepares to go to the cross for us and for our salvation.  His love for us is undying. 

May our love for him be so as well, for by this, all people will know that we are his disciples.  Amen.  

 

Pastor Gladys G. Moore 

 


