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The Second Sunday after Pentecost, June 23rd 2019 
St. John’s Lutheran Church/Summit, New Jersey 

Luke 8:26-39 (C) 
 

Grace be to you and peace from God our Creator, Redeemer, and Life-giving Spirit. Amen. 
 

 “Then [Jesus and his disciples] arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite 

Galilee.”  In case you’re wondering what came before the “then”, it was the story about the time Jesus 

said to the disciples, “Hey guys, let’s go across to the other side of the lake”, and they went for a boat 

ride. While they were rowing Jesus had the audacity to fall asleep on the boat and when he did, a 

major storm came up.  Waves were furiously beating the boat, it was filling up with water and the 

disciples were terrified.  So they woke Jesus up and said, “Master don’t you care that we’re perishing”, 

and sleepy-eyed Jesus, calmed the storm. 

 But he also wondered why his disciples weren’t more chill, more relaxed.  “I’ve got this”, said 

Jesus.  “Where is your faith?”  Well, the disciples were absolutely flummoxed by what happened 

because they were still trying to figure out who Jesus was.  And that’s exactly what they asked: “Who 

then is this, that he commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him?”  “Who is this”, they 

asked?  And right after that question, today’s gospel lesson begins. 

 “Then Jesus and his disciples arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite 

Galilee.”  No sooner do they get out of the boat than a naked man who was demon-possessed and 

lived not in a house, but in a graveyard, comes up to Jesus. He falls down before him and shouts at 

the top of his voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do 

not torment me”.  

 When Jesus saw him, he immediately exorcised the demons because he knew that this man 

had indeed been tormented for a long time. He often had fits and was so out of control that they had to 
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keep him bound up with chains and shackles.  Even then, his outbursts were so strong, with so much 

adrenaline pumping through his veins, that he would break the bonds and be driven by the demons 

back into the wilds. It was a horrible existence. Horrible.  This man was so isolated, so disturbed, so 

mentally ill that he had to be kept away from the city because people were terrified of him. When Jesus 

saw the man, he had compassion on him because he was desperately in need of healing. 

 “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment 

me”.   It’s pretty amazing isn’t it?  His disciples are still trying to figure Jesus out, but the demon-

possessed man knows who Jesus is as soon as he steps off the boat.  The story gets even more 

strange though when Jesus and the demons carry on a conversation.  

 “What is your name?” Jesus asked. “Legion” he said, because many demons had entered him. 

A legion in Roman times was between 3,000 and 6,000 troops, so you can imagine how fierce this 

man’s demon-possession was.  The demons begged Jesus not to send them back into the abyss from 

which they must have come and instead to move them to a different location.  Since there was a large 

herd of pigs feeding on the hillside, they pleaded with Jesus to let them enter the pigs, and he agreed 

to let them do so.  The demons came out of the man, jumped into the pigs, and the whole herd went 

over the cliff into the lake and was drowned.  

 I know this is a strange story, and while we may not be able to identity with someone who is 

“demon possessed” today, we can surely appreciate what happens when people are out of control and 

do things that they might not normally do.  You know, like when the otherwise gentle man gets drunk 

and comes home screaming and maybe beating his wife or children.  Or when a teenager doped up on 

opioids steals money from his parents in order to get more drugs. Or when someone who is mentally ill 

has an outburst like a person with Tourette’s syndrome might do --- cursing, jerking their body. 
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 As tough as it may be to be around people like this, the truth is that what they need is 

compassion and love, like Jesus showed the man in this lesson. He didn’t need more ridicule or 

rejection. He needed healing. One of my favorite hymns when I was growing up was, “Rescue the 

Perishing”. It was written 150 years ago, in 1869, by Fanny Crosby, the same woman who wrote the 

very popular hymn, “Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine”.   

 Crosby was working with homeless men who came to a New York City Mission.  She was 

concerned about not just their physical well-being, but their spiritual well-being too. So she wrote this 

hymn that encouraged other followers of Jesus to care for those who were suffering, just as Jesus did. 

The third verse of the hymn touches me deeply whenever I sing it or hear it sung: “Down in the human 

heart, crushed by the tempter, feelings lie buried that grace can restore; touched by a loving heart, 

wakened by kindness, chords that are broken will vibrate once more. Rescue the perishing, care for 

the dying; Jesus is merciful, Jesus will save.” 

 That’s what Jesus did for the demon-possessed man in our gospel.  He rescued this one who 

was perishing; brought him healing and hope.  He saved him and liberated him from his chains ---

physical, mental and spiritual.  The last part of this story is so powerful because it describes what 

sometimes happens when people are healed. 

 After the people who were tending the pigs saw what happened, with the demons coming out of 

the man, jumping into the pigs and the pigs rushing over the cliff and drowning, they ran into the city to 

tell everyone else. Needless to say, the townspeople people came out to see what had happened for 

themselves. When they came to where Jesus was, they found the man from whom the demons had 

gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. I love this expression; it was used a lot 
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when I was a kid, by older folks, who, when asked how they were doing would respond, “Clothed and 

in my right mind.”  I didn’t know it back then, but this is the very text from which that saying comes. 

 The townspeople found the man who had once been running around naked and completely out 

of control, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind.  He was alright because Jesus had 

seen him and healed him.  And they were afraid; so afraid that they asked Jesus to leave their city.  

 As Jesus and his disciples started getting into the boat to go back to Galilee the man who was 

healed went to him and begged that he might be with him.  He wanted to be a disciple too; he wanted 

to follow and care for this man who had seen and healed him. But Jesus made him go back. “Return to 

your home, and tell everyone how much God has done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming 

throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him.”  He went away and truly became an 

evangelist, one who shares the good news of God’s healing and saving love! 

 Dear friends, when we have been touched by God’s amazing grace, or healed of our diseases 

or when we have been saved and liberated from those things that weigh us down and keep us 

stressed out, how else can we respond except to do what Jesus says --- to go home, to go back and 

tell others how much God has done for us?” 

 This is part of the reason why our youth and adults go to ASP.  They want to share the good 

news that because they have been so blessed by God with good families, homes, health and financial 

resources, that they want to be a blessing to others.  They go to give, to give back; but they also go to 

receive – to receive the vulnerability and kindness of those among whom they serve. 

 And this is why, when folks who were drug addicts or alcoholics get into recovery, one of the 

main things they do is to give qualifications at meetings. They testify or share about what it means to 

be in recovery; and they do service, so they can daily be reminded of how important it is to give back.    
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 This is ultimately a story about salvation, which, in spite of what many people think, is not so 

much about the here-after, but about here and now.  Here --- Jesus wants people to be healed of 

whatever is keeping them and us sick and distressed.  Here, in this place and this time, Jesus wants 

us to live in a society where people are who on the margins of life are cared for, cared about.  Where 

they can receive not just a hand-out, but a hand-up out of their poverty whether of body, mind or spirit 

and be lifted up into the abundant life that Jesus came to give to all people. 

 Here --- Jesus wants to rescue the perishing.  And that’s what he calls us to do.  To give of 

ourselves, our time, our talents and our treasure so the world might know God’s saving love, today, 

tomorrow and to eternity.   

 When the man who was healed left Jesus, he might very well have sung the song we’re about 

to sing.  He was so glad to be clothed and in his right mind that he went home and forever sang the 

praises of the one who had saved him.  This was his song --- let it be ours too.  “I’m so glad Jesus 

lifted me, singing, ‘Glory, hallelujah. Jesus lifted me.” Amen.  

 

Pastor Gladys G. Moore 

    

  

  

 

 


